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It is hard to believe that it is almost Christmas.
It seems that this year has flown by, and | sometimes
wonder where the time has gone. It has been such a
joy to spend the past months with your children, and
we are looking forward to the second half of the year
with them. They have all grown so much over the past
months. It is really exciting to see how they have
changed and matured.

November was a very busy month! We really enjoyed

having everyone come to the school to share a

Thanksgiving meal. The children love seeing parents,

grandparents, and friends being an active part of their

school. They love being able to share their classroom

with everyone! Also, our Kindness Week food drive

was a huge success. The classes collected 317 total items. The class who brought the
greatest percentage of items was Ms. Nikita's Kindergarten. They collected 79 items! Way
to go! All of the items have been sorted and bagged and will be distributed to needy
families who come to the church. We truly appreciate your help with this project.

We hope all of you have a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! If we can be of
any help to you, please drop by the office. Kelley and | are always happy to be of
help. See you in 2008!

My name is Lyric Schwadron and | teach one of the
three year old classes. | have also just begun
teaching music. This is my second year teaching at
MPCA and | love being able to bring my kids to
work with me! | am married to a wonderful man,
Eric. We have three very active children: Brady
who's 8, Clara who's 6 (she's in Ms. Nikita's class),
and Daniel Seth who is 4 (he's in Ms. Angela's
class). We are active in McDonough Preshyterian
church. My hobbies include singing, cake decorat-
ing, reading and spending time with my family.
| was born and raised in Austell, GA, but am a seri-
ous Tennessee football fan! Please don't let that
keep you from allowing me to teach your children!




Our One Year Old children (1's) were introduced to a friendly little hand puppet named Katie
the Cat who talked about the 5 senses. They were very excited when an EImo doll visited to
teach us about “hearing” and taught us the chicken dance. The children had a good laugh
making silly faces. They used what they learned by gluing different types of mouths, ears,
noses and hair props to their pictures. We had several opportunities to learn about the First
Thanksgiving and feeling thankful. The children water colored turkeys, painted cornucopias,
and made Indian tissue paper corn. We gathered together in Thanksgiving style and en-
joyed the fellowship of our family and friends. Thank you to all those who came to our
Thanksgiving feast. You helped make it a very special day!

Ms. Jessie and Ms. Marty’s ones had a great month of November. The color of the month was purple and the shape was
the rectangle. With the theme of “Fun With My Five Senses”, they had a lot of fun learning about smelling, tasting, feel-
ing, hearing, and seeing. They talked about being thankful for all that God has blessed them with. The Thanksgiving
feast was also fun. Thank you to the families that participated. Each month gets better as we go. December is sure to be
a blast!

The Tuesday/Thursday two-year class is busy preparing for Jesus' Birthday! We are using our creativity (and lots of fun
and messy supplies) to make stars, snowflakes, reindeer, and Christmas trees. Many of our students "performed" for the
very first time during the MPCA Christmas Program on December 6th! We are looking forward to our class Christmas
party on December 20th. Happy Holidays!

Ms. Jessie and Ms. Linda’s twos had a great month of November. The color of the month was purple, the
f shape was the rectangle, and the letter was D. With the theme of “Fun With My Five Senses”, they had a lot
%‘ of fun learning about smelling, tasting, feeling, hearing, and seeing. They talked about being thankful for all
that God has blessed them with. The Thanksgiving feast was also fun. Thank you to the families that partici-
pated. Each month gets better as we go. December is sure to be a blast!

Ms. Angela’s thriving three’s thrill ride continued on through November. In circle we
learned about letters A-K, number 3, color brown, and all about a star. In art we made a
cornucopia out of an ice cream cone, a Mayflower out of pretzels and an Indian necklace
out of macaroni. We made chocolate pudding for the color brown. It sure was yummy! It
was so nice for all our parents to come join us during our Thanksgiving Feast. Our class
is looking forward to rolling into December and having a visit from Santa.

Ms. Lyric's 3 year olds have had a great time learning about Thanksgiving. We talked
about pilgrims and the first Thanksgiving feast. We talked all about things we are
thankful for and how wonderful it is to spend time with our family and friends. We all
had lots of fun collecting food for the food pantry and counting to see how much we
had brought in. The students were excited to be able to help people. Our Fall Feast
was great! We had so many family members join us and the kids really enjoyed mak-
ing and dressing up in the Indian costumes for the feast. We can't wait for all of Christ-
mas adventures to begin!
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This month we spent time creating Christmas cards, painting and decorating Christmas trees, making stockings, painting
candy canes, and making ornaments. We also read about the birth of baby Jesus, read The Legend of the Christmas
Tree, The Legend, of the Candy Cane, and The Legend of the Christmas Stocking. We are spending time thinking of oth-
ers and learning to be useful. We talked about caring and
praying for others and thinking of others before ourselves.
We read about these ideas in The Giving Tree, Thomas
the Really Useful Engine, and Room for a Little One.

Also, we practiced and sang our hearts out for the musical.
We counted M&M's, matched Christmas objects with real
numbers, and practiced writing Christmas words. Most of
all we thanked Jesus for being in our lives and for helping
us to remember others first.
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Ms Nikita's class had a busy November. We learned the letters, Dd and Rr, the numbers 11, and 12, and ways to be
kind, thankful and helpful. We had a great time learning math skills as we collected food for the school food drive. Each
day we would sort the food items brought in into different groups, count the items and write the correct number of tally
marks to our growing food chart. It was fun to watch our numbers grow each day. Once the food drive had ended our
class collected all the food items from each of the classes. Once collected, we sorted and counted all the food items
brought in by the entire school. We were thrilled to find out that our class had collected the most food items out of all the
classes.

The Thanksgiving Feast was also great fun, especially since we were able to share it with our family and friends. Each
of us made a headband with feathers of thanks and Indian vests decorated with Indian symbols. Before going home for
the Thanksgiving Break, our class participated in the Operation Christmas Child shoe box project. We packed and
wrapped gift boxes for underprivileged children in third world countries. Everyone had a great time shopping for the items
and doing something nice for a child who may not get anything else for Christmas. To help us keep the kindness spirit
going, we all made helping hand wreaths over the Thanksgiving break. Each day we did something nice to help another
person. We wrote down what we had done onto one of our handprints. We loved sharing our helping hands when we
returned to school. It made us proud to see all the different ways we were able to help our families.
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This month’s theme was the 5 senses and our face parts. Since we also celebrated Thanksgiving, the children were
given the opportunity to learn some of the Spanish words for Thanksgiving, turkey, brown bear, and thankfulness.” The
color of the month was brown, and the shape was a square.

The children are also learning a song for Christmas called “Feliz Navidad”; which is Spanish for Merry Christmas! We
continued to read books in Spanish that emphasized our monthly words. We read Dora’s Chilly Day and Show me Your
Smile. We had fun coloring turkeys and giving our Brown Bears cotton ball earmuffs for the winter.
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Upcomi Ng Events

Christmas Holidays - December 21 - January 7

Teacher Work Day - January 7

Students Return - January 8
Shane's Spirit Night - January 14

MLK Day (No School) - January 21

Truett's Spirit Night - January 24

Registration for réturning families begins: January 2g

Open House - January 28 5:30 to 7:00

Noah's Ark Day - January 31/February 1




